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Los Nietes School Distuict Celebrating a “Rich Past and Promising Futuwne” o ot

LOREN WILL LEARN”

Aeolian School Celebrates Successful First Sesquicentennial Event!

Dear Los Nietos Parents/Community,

Established in 1861, the Los Nietos 4
School District is proudly celebrating &
its Sesquicentennial (150th) Anniver-
sary this year. In an effort to show-
case each of the four schools in the
Los Nietos School District, events
have been planned at each site this
year.

On November 5, 2010, Aeolian
School’s Parents and Staff opened
their doors and showcased their hos-
pitality and school spirit as they host-
ed the first Los Nietos School District
Sesquicentennial event. Principal Am- '# .
ber Lee Ruiz and Parent Teacher Club :
(PTC) President Cindy Waugh
worked collaboratively with Aeolian’s
staff and parents to host an amazing
event.
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Los Nietos Facts
(cantinued from Valume 1,
Edition 1)

o By 1834 the settlement of 0ld

Los Nietos is reported to have
200 inhabitants.

o In 1843 Dona Jose Cota, Manuel
Nieto’s widow, sells the 17, 600
acre Santa Gertrudes Rancho that
contained the town of Los Nietos

to Lemuel Carpenter for
$4,000.00.

74 o In 1859 the Santa Gertrudes
Rancho was sold to the Governor
of California, John Downey and
his partner J.P. McFarland.

o In 1861 the Los Nietos School
District is established, at that
time the second oldest school
district in California. The two-
room single-story adobe school
was originally located at 9100
South Norwalk Boulevard.

Preparing for a maximum of 1000 at-
tendee’s, Aeolian School easily ex-
ceeded that number making the event |
the largest attended event in recent
history.

To the delight of Aeolian’s P.T.C. and
staff, Aeolian’s carnival made
$3,400.00 for the students in their
school. To see other pictures of the
event please go to the District web-
site and look under the News and An-
nouncement Section:

http://www.losnietos.k12.ca.us



Who

Located in the Los Nietos School District
archives are detailed school board agen-
das and minutes that date back to 1949.
Additionally there are hand-written
school board records that date back to
19117. It is within the hand-written
minutes of 1917, that the name Ada S.
Nelson first appears.

From 1933-1956 Ada Shuman Nelson
served as the Superintendent of the Los
Nietos School District. Her 23-year tenure
as Superintendent of the Los Nietos School
District is the longest of any Los Nietos
Superintendent.

Superintendent Nelson oversaw the pur-
chase of the land, and construction of Ada
S. Nelson, Rancho Santa Gertrudes, and
Wallace S. Wiggins Schools. Mrs. Nelson’s
tenure in the district provided stability and
consistency in a district that went from a
one school district (the K-8 Los Nietos
School ), to the creation of a four-school
district (Aeolian School was built after she
retired in 1956).

Ada Shuman Nelson was originally a
teacher at the original Los Nietos School.
By 1926 she is listed in the Board minutes
as the principal of the Los Nietos School,
and was acting as the Secretary of the
Los Nietos School Board. As the only
school administrator in the district she
served as principal of Los Nietos School
until 1933. In 1933 she was made by all
accounts the first Superintendent of the
Los Nietos School District.

At the November 24, 1950 Los Nietos
School Board meeting, the Board of Trus-
tees unanimously agreed to call their se-
cond school the Ada S. Nelson School.

Ada §. Nelson Construction

In 1949, the architectural plans for the second school in the Los Nietos
School District were officially approved. The school which would be called
Ada S. Nelson School took less than three years to build. The picture to the
right is Superintendent Nelson, members of the Los Nietos School Board,
and District Office Staff at Nelson School’s dedication. Pictured to the left of
Superintendent Nelson is School Board President Wallace S. Wiggins (the
namesake for the Wallace S. Wiggins School). Pictured to the right of Su-
perintendent Nelson is Mrs. Mary Crayan, who was the first principal of Ada
S. Nelson School. Lastly, in the front row far left is Kenneth Walton who be-
came the Superintendent on July 1, 1956 upon Mrs. Nelson'’s retirement.

Sesquicentennial Times

Was Ada S. Nelson?
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Nelson School Hosts Second Sesquicentennial Event on January 22, 2011!

On January 22, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m., Ada S. Nelson School will be
hosting the second Los Nietos School
District Sesquicentennial event. Principal,
Marla Duncan, is excited to showcase her
school and demonstrate to the parents of
Aeolian, Rancho, and Los Nietos Middle
School the Nelson Tiger Pride that her
students and staff feel on a daily basis.

Mrs. Duncan along with her staff is pre-
paring for a large turn-out on the 22nd,
and although raising funds for her school
is a priority it is not the only motivation
for making the event a success. “I wanted
to have this event be a community event
for Los Nietos”, she said. To that end
some of the booths Mrs. Duncan will have

feed the Family Program a Huge Success

The Los Nietos School Board would like to
thank the staff, parents, and students who
helped make the “Feed the Family Pro-
gram” a huge success during the Winter
Break. Showing what can happen when all
four schools work collaboratively together,
the Los Nietos community was able to col-
lect enough canned food to provide for
more than 125 families during the Winter
break. Working together with the Los Nie-
tos District community, the South East Los

available for the community are local
businesses, the fire department, and
free parent education class information
from Bright Health Physicians at Presby-
terian Hospital.

Mrs. Duncan is entering her fourth year
as principal of Nelson School. Under her
leadership the school has increased the
school’s Academic Performance Index
(API) each year as well as winning gold
and silver medals at the county science
Olympiad, and winning gold medals at
the county math field day. Last year,
Nelson’s fifth grade students placed first
overall out of more than 20 elementary
schools at the county math field day.

Marla Duncan, Principal

During Holiday Season

Angeles County Educational Foundation
(SELAC), and the offices of Los Angeles
County Supervisors Don Knabe and Glo-
ria Molina, bags of food were distributed
to Los Nietos families on December 18,
2010. The Whittier Daily News highlight-
ed the event on their front page. You can
read the article at the District website:

http://www.losnietos.k12.ca.us

Rediscover the Los Nietos Middle School

The Los Nietos Middle School was once
called simply Los Nietos School in the early
1900’s when it was the only school in the
district. As the oldest school in the District,
there can be no greater gift to the Los Nie-
tos community than to have its oldest
school be the only middle school in Los
Angeles County to exit out of Program Im-
provement last year. When other middle
schools in the area struggled to make aca-
demic targets, Los Nietos Middle School
was the only school in the immediate area
to have made both its AYP and API targets
last year.

Additionally, the school has so many elec-
tives, activities, and enrichment programs to
offer their 7th and 8th grade students that a
new Los Nietos Middle School brochure was
created to highlight the school properly.
Principal, Jacqueline Cardenas, will be host-
ing an informational meeting for in-coming
Tth grade parents on January 26 at 6:00 pm at
the Los Nietos Middle School. Parents please
feel free to download the LNMS brochure at
the District and Los Nietos Middle School
websites and see for yourself the changes
that have made Los Nietos Middle School, “A
Supportive Learning Community for Continu- Jacqueline Cardenas, Principal
ous Growth”.

LOS NIETOS MIDDLE SCHOOL
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150th Anniversary Fundraising Priorities

At the January 13, 2011
School Board Study Ses-
sion, the Board of Trus-
tees identified fundrais-
ing priorities for the
150th Anniversary. Trus-
tees agreed that any
money raised through
District fundraising ef-
forts should go to sup-
port the following en-
deavors: funding educa-
tional field trip opportu-
nities for students,
providing innovative
grant opportunities for
classroom teachers,
providing visual/
performing arts pro-
grams at the schools,
and supporting addition-
al book purchases for
classroom and school
libraries.

The Los Nietos Trustees
are committed to provid-
ing quality educational

Identified

programs to its students.
However, in the climate
of massive State Budget
deficits that now meas-
ure over 25 billion,
providing additional in-
novative support to the
students and classrooms
has proven difficult.

This year the Los Nietos
School District has ex-
plored ways to garner
corporate sponsorships
for its schools as a way
to provide classrooms
additional revenue. Cur-
rently plans are in place
to meet with local busi-
nesses as well as with
outside corporations to
hopefully establish rela-
tionships that will bene-
fit the schools and dis-
trict long past our 150th
Anniversary.

Additionally, the primary

fundraising tool for the
150th Anniversary will
focus on the selling of
engraved brick pavers
with the District’s logo,
individual’s name, and
another line of text (for
example: Teacher,
School Name, Year At-
tended). Below is a sam-
ple of what the fundrais-
ing paver would look
like.

Ada S. Nelson
Superintendent
1933-1956

Be R Part of Los Nietos History on our 150th Anniversary

As mentioned above, the Los Nietos School District as a

the paver walk-way will be able to be set at no additional cost.

fundraiser for extra student/teacher projects will be selling
engraved paver bricks to commemorate the District’s
150th Anniversary. The paver bricks will come in two sizes
a 4”x8"” size for $75.00 and a 8”’x 8” size for $150.00. All
money raised will go to help support the priorities that
were identified at the January 13, 2011 School Board Study
Session.

Interest forms will be available at Nelson’s Sesquicentennial
event on January 22nd, and will be available on the new Los Nie-
tos Sesquicentennial website that will be launching shortly.

A picture of what the walk-way would look like is shown below.

This summer as part of the Bond renovation process Aeoli- )
an School and the Los Nietos District Office will be under- % u =
going underground infrastructure renovation (sewage
pipes and electrical). Additionally the District Office will be
putting in a new wheelchair accessible ramp in the front of
the office in order to be ADA compliant. As the District Of-
fice will be under construction it was recommended that
the “Alumni Paver Walk-Way” be located and built at the
District Office for everyone to see.
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